
 

 

NEW ENGLAND WINNERS 2011 -2012 EDITION  

Our most recent winners ...  

2011 National and Regional Winner and 2005 

Encouragement Award Winner Michelle Johnson  

was also a First Prize winner in the Gerda Lissner 

Foundation Competition and the winner of the Marian 

Anderson Scholars Competition, as well as the 

recipient of a George London Foundation 

Encouragement Award and a Licia Albanese-Puccini 

Foundation grant. Michelle is currently in her fourth year at 

Philadelphiaõs Academy of Vocal Arts, where last season she 

was Mrs. Brown in the world premiere of Margaret Garwoodõs 

The Scarlet Letter, Donna Anna, and Suor Angelica. After 

summer concerts with the Ocean City Pops, the soprano 

began this season with the Opera Delaware concert series and 

performed in two galas, one honoring John Moriarty at the 

New England Conservatory and another for the Albanese -

Puccini Foundation at Lincoln Center. In November Michelle 

joins the Boston University Orchestra and Chorus at 

Symphony Hall for the Verdi òRequiemó and performs that 

work again in February at the American Choral Directors 

Conference in Providence. 2012 brings three Verdi roles: 

Leonora in Oberto at AVA, Leonora in Il trovatore in her debut 

at Houstonõs Opera in the Heights, and Aida in her 

Glimmerglass debut.  

2011 Regional Winner Emily Duncan -Brown is 

presently pursuing a Professional Studies Diploma at 

Mannes College The New School For Music in New 

York, where last season she appeared in scenes from 

B®atrice et B®n®dict, Rigoletto, and Falstaff (as Alice 

Ford). The Canadian soprano also covered Inez in Meyerbeerõs 

LõAfricaine with The Opera Orchestra of New York, and won a 

Third Place award at the Oratorio Society of New Yorkõs Solo 

Competition and a Fourth Place grant from the Albanese -Puccini 

Foundation. In July she was Adina with the International Vocal 

Arts Institute in Tel Aviv, and then took part in the Seventeenth 

Annual Bel Canto Opera Concert with Eve Queler in Blandford. 

Emily began this season at the new Lyric Opera Virginia, where 

she sang Annina and covered Violetta in La traviata. This fall the 

soprano joined the Palm Beach Opera Young Artist Program: 

she will perform in their "Golden Jubilee" Gala Concert and sing 

Juliet in a family performance of Rom®o et Juliet. Also on 

Emilyõs calendar: Phaedra in Christopher Parkõs Phaedra and 

Hippolytus at the Palacio des Artes in Brazil. 

David Pershall (2011), a graduate of the Yale Opera Program, 

recently won First Prize at the Hugo Kauder Society 

Competition and the David L. Kasdon Memorial Prize as the 

Outstanding Singer at Yale. David was also a First Prize winner 

in the Gerda Lissner Competition and a Third Prize 

recipient at the Giulio Gari Competition. Last season 

the baritone was Don Giovanni at Yale, Robert Baker 

in Bernsteinõs òWonderful Townó with the Giuseppe 

Verdi Orchestra di Milano, and Don Pedro in 

Donizettiõs Maria Padilla at the Beethoven Easter 

Festival in Warsaw. In summer David appeared as Rossiniõs 

Figaro for Opera Theater of Connecticut. On Davidõs calendar: 

Grigory Smirnov in Waltonõs The Bear with Yale in Carnegie 

Hall; the Kauder Competition concert at the Austrian Embassy 

in New York; another visit to Warsaw as Manfredo in 

Montemezziõs Lõamore dei tre re, and then a return to 

Connecticut for Vaughan Williamsõ òSea Symphonyó with the 

Eastern Connecticut Symphony, òCarmina Buranaó with the 

Hartford Symphony, and Enrico in Lucia with the Opera 

Theater of Connecticut. 

Zachary Nelson  (2011) is a third-year resident artist 

at the Academy of Vocal Arts, where his roles last 

season included Michele in Pucciniõs Il tabarro, 

Mandryka in Arabella, and Masetto in Don Giovanni. 

The baritone received Second Prize awards in the 

Guilio Gari Competition, the Gerda Lissner Competition, and 

the Loren L. Zachary Society for the Performing Arts 

Competition. Zachary began the new season as Giorgio 

Germont in La traviata with Lyric Opera of Virginia.  

 

And Going Back Over the Years ...  

2010 Regional Winner and 2009 Third Place Winner 

Corinne Winters won the First Prize in the Licia 

Albanese-Puccini Foundation Competition and was a 

Second Prize winner in the Gerda Lissner International 

Competition. In her final year at the Academy of Vocal 

Arts, the soprano was Arabella as well as Hester Prynne in The 

Scarlet Letter. She also joined the Met roster to  make her debut 

as Countess Ceprano in Rigoletto and cover the role of 

Woglinde in their new production of Das Rheingold. In summer 

Corinne rejoined Opera Theatre of St. Louis as M®lisande and 

returned to Coloradoõs Crested Butte Music Festival as Mica±la 

in Carmen, a role she will bring to St. Louis next spring. On 

Corinneõs agenda: the title role in Tchaikovskyõs Iolanta at 

Dicapo Opera Theatre in New York and Lisette in Pucciniõs La 

rondine with Florida Grand Opera. 
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2010 Regional Winner Jennifer Feinstein , a Third Prize winner in 

the Gerda Lissner Competition, returned last fall to Yale Opera, 

where she was Donna Elvira and performed Brittenõs 

òPhaedraó with a chamber ensemble. The spring and 

summer brought Jenniferõs Spoleto Festival USA 

debut in Menottiõs The Medium as Mrs. Nolan and her 

Bard SummerScape Festival debut as Gussi in Noel 

Coward's Bittersweet. The mezzo began the new season with a 

Metropolitan Opera Guild Masterclass with Ira Siff, performing as 

Jane Seymour in excerpts from Anna Bolena. Next on her 

agenda: Prokofiev's òAlexander Nevskyó cantata (in Russian) with 

Montanaõs Glacier Symphony and Chorale. 

Gala El Hadidi (2010) is now in her second season as a member 

of the òJunges Ensembleó of the Dresden Semperoper, where 

her mainstage roles last season included Francesca Scarlatti in 

the world premiere of Hans Werner Henzeõs Gisela!, the Second 

Maid in Straussõ Daphne, Hªnsel, the Second Lady 

in Die Zauberflºte, and Mae Jones in Street Scene. 

The Egyptian mezzo also performed M®rc¯des in 

Carmen in concert with the Qatar Philharmonic.  In 

July Gala went to sea for the Stella Maris 

International Vocal Competition and won two of the 

coveted jury prizes: a test recording with Deutsche Grammophon 

and a guest engagement at the Vienna State Opera. Back in 

Dresden this season, she will encore Mae Jones, the Second 

Lady, and Hªnsel, and will also appear as Aeneas in Purcellõs 

Dido and Aeneas, Flora in La traviata, Maddalena in Rigoletto, 

and Cherubino. In June 2012 Gala makes her Dresden 

Philharmonic debut as Dorotea Caccini in a concert version of 

Donizettiõs Viva la mamma. 

Yasmine Levi -Ellentuck  (2010) was a Third Prize 

winner in the Gerda Lissner International Competition 

and won a Licia Albanese-Puccini Foundation 

Competition Encouragement Award. The soprano 

from Karmiel, Israel now lives in New York, where she 

made her Weill Recital Hall debut last December. In summer 

Yasmine returned to the International Vocal Arts Institute Opera 

workshop in Tel Aviv for a role debut as Ariadne. 

Nadine Sierra , our 2009  National Winner, is currently 

a 2011 Adler Fellow at San Francisco Opera, where 

she appeared this fall as Juliet/Barbara in the world 

premiere of  Christopher Theofandisõ Heart of a 

Soldier. Last season the soprano joined New Yorkõs 

Gotham Chamber Opera as the Princess in 

Montsalvageõs El gato con botas , performed Cole Porter songs 

and selections from òKismetó with Thomas Hampson for the 

Venetian Heritage Foundation, and sang Euridice in concert 

performances of Orfeo ed Euridice with Palm Beach Opera, Adina 

for San Franciscoõs Merola Program, and made her Boston Lyric 

Opera debut as Tytania in A Midsummer Nightõs Dream. In 

summer the soprano won the top award, the Audience Prize, in 

the Stella Maris International Vocal Competition. On her schedule 

this season: Gilda in her Florida Grand Opera debut and her first 

Papagena in San Francisco. 

Chrystal E. Williams (2009) is a second year resident 

artist at the Academy of Vocal Arts, where her roles 

last season included Zerlina, Mistress Stone in The 

Scarlet Letter, and the Fortune Teller in Arabella. Last 

spring the mezzo also took on the title role in Von 

Supp®õs The Lovely Galatea with Philadelphiaõs Concert Operetta 

Theater. Chrystal was a 2011 Regional Winner in the National 

Association of Negro Musicians, Inc. Competition and a Second 

Place winner in the Washington (D.C.) International Voice 

Competition sponsored by the Friday Morning Music Club 

Foundation, which presents her in recital in January.  

Last season National Winner Edward Parks  (2008) received the 

First Prize in the Jensen Foundation Voice Competition as well as 

a George London Foundation Award. The baritone returned to 

the Met as Schaunard and this summer toured in that role in 

Japan. He also sang Jim Larkins in the new Met production of La 

fanciulla del West, and opened the 25
th
 anniversary 

season for Friends of Music in Stamford, New York in 

a concert under the auspices of the Metõs Lindemann 

Young Artist Program, which he completed last 

spring. Also on the concert stage, Ed offered 

Schubertõs òWinterreiseó in Carnegie Hall as part of 

the Marilyn Horne Foundationõs Emerging Artist Series, and 

performed the cycle with the Schubert Club of Minneapolis, at 

Rockefeller University in New York City, and at Yale. This season 

he returns to the Met as Schaunard and as Fiorello in Il barbiere 

di Siviglia, and to Boston as Ford in Falstaff in a semi-staged 

performance with the Boston Youth Symphony in January.  

2008 National Finalist Christopher Magiera is in his final year 

with Dresden Semperoper, where his assignments last season 

included Mozartõs Almaviva, Rossiniõs Figaro, Taddeo in Lõitaliana 

in Algeri, Marullo in Rigoletto, Robert Duke of Burgundy in 

Tchaikovskyõs Iolanta, Moral¯s in Carmen, Graf Dominik in 

Arabella, and Schaunard. Summer brought a return to Opera 

Theatre of St. Louis as the Captain in Adamsõ The Death 

of Klinghoffer and his company and role debut as 

Valentin in Faust for Santa Fe Opera. In Dresden this 

season, Christopher makes role debuts as Marcello , 

Papageno, Danilo in The Merry Widow, and Belcore in a 

new production of Lõelisir dõamore; he also encores his Almaviva 

and his Olivier in Straussõ Capriccio. Next summer the baritone 

returns to the Santa Fe Opera as Zurga in a new production of 

Bizetõs Les p°cheurs de perles. 

Now based again in Boston, last season David McFerrin (2008) 

sang Brahmsõ òGerman Requiemó with Newton Choral Society 

and made his Boston Lyric Opera debut as Pallante in Handelõs 

Agrippina. This summer he performed Brahms and Bernstein at 

the Marlboro Music Festival and selections from Le 

nozze di Figaro with Boston Landmarks Orchestra and 

Boston Lyric Opera on the Esplanade. Other recent 

concert highlights included the world premiere of Libby 

Larsen's òNeruda Songsó and Jake Heggie's òHere and 

Goneó at the Malibu Songfest, Vaughan Williams òDona Nobis 

Pacemó at MIT, and Bach cantatas with the Handel and Haydn 
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Society. This fall brought òBernstein on Broadwayó with the North 

Carolina Symphony, a Blue Heron Renaissance Choir Benefit in 

Cambridge, and a recital in Deerfieldõs Brick Church Music 

Series. In October David joins Opera Boston as Claudio in 

B®atrice et Benedict. He rounds out the year with òMessiahó with 

the San Antonio Symphony.  

Now a third year resident artist at the Academy of 

Vocal Arts, Zach Borichevsky  (2008) appeared there 

last season as Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale in The 

Scarlet Letter. The tenor received the Grand Prize in 

the Annapolis Opera Competition, an Encouragement 

Award in the George London Competition, and a grant in the 

Giulio Gari Competition. In summer Zach  joined the Philadelphia 

Orchestra in Mahlerõs òDas Lied von der Erdeó at Coloradoõs Vail 

Valley Music Festival, and he began the new season with 

Milwaukeeõs Skylight Opera Theatre as Nicholas Astor in Kirke 

Mechemõs The Rivals. Also on Zachõs schedule: his first Alfredo 

with Knoxville Opera, and Pell®as and Nemorino at the Academy 

of Vocal Arts. On the concert stage, he joins the Princeton 

Symphony for world premieres of two new works by Edward T. 

Cone, sings his first Mozart òRequiemó with Symphony in C in 

Camden, and performs under the auspices of Lyric Fest in 

Philadelphia. Next summer Zach makes his Santa Fe Opera 

debut as Matteo in Arabella. 

2007 National Winner Michael Fabiano  began last 

season with debuts at Semperoper Dresden as the 

Duke in Rigoletto and went on to Vancouver Opera as 

Edgardo in Lucia. Other season highlights included 

Gennaro in a new production of Lucrezia Borgia at 

English National Opera, Rodolfo at Op®ra National de Limoges, 

and an encore of Edgardo at Bilbao Opera. In concert Michael 

was the soloist in òO Holy Nightó during the nationally televised 

Midnight Mass from St. Patrickõs Cathedral, sang his first Verdi 

òRequiemó with the Columbus Symphony, and took part in the 

world premiere of Marvin David Levy's oratorio òAtonementó at 

New York's Temple Emanu-El. The tenor ended the season with 

his first Cassio in Otello at the Op®ra National de Paris and 

Verdiõs òRequiemó in Chicagoõs Grant Park Music Festival. The 

new season brings a Verdi òRequiemó encore at Opera Kºln as 

well as more Dukes in Dresden and with Florida Grand Opera, 

and his San Francisco Opera debut as Gennaro opposite Renee 

Fleming. 

2007 National Finalist Matthew Plenk returned to the Met last 

season as Arturo in Lucia, joined the Boston Symphony as the 

Shepherd in Stravinskyõs Oedipus Rex, and made his 

Atlanta Opera debut as Ferrando in Cos³ fan tutte. He 

reprised his Shepherd with the Philadelphia Orchestra 

in Philadelphia and at Carnegie Hall. This fall the tenor 

brings his Fernando to Lyric Opera of Kansas City. Also 

on Matthewõs calendar: Nanki-Poo in The Mikado for Virginia 

Opera, a return to the Met as Janek in Jan§ľekõs The Makropulos 

Case, and the Second Jew in Salome with the Cleveland 

Orchestra in Cleveland and in Carnegie Hall. 

Last season Regional Winner Faith Sherman  (2007) 

encored Le P¯lerin in Kaija Saariaho's Lõamour de loin at 

the Chekov Theatre Festival in Moscow. The mezzo also 

made her German operatic debut at Oper Frankfurt as 

Concepcion in Ravelõs Lõheure espagnole and covered 

the Composer in Ariadne auf Naxos for Houston Grand Opera. In 

April Faith took part in the premiere of òRappahannock County,ó 

Ricky Ian Gordonõs new music theater work for soloists and 

chamber orchestra, in Norfolk, Virginia. The summer brought the 

Verdi òRequiemó with Opera de Vichy in France and Germanyõs 

Ludwigsburger Schlossfestspiele . Faith began the new season 

with encores of òRappahannock Countyó at the University of 

Richmond and the University of Texas at Austin. 

Sara Jakubiak  (2007) made her New York City Opera 

debut last season as Dede in Bernsteinõs A Quiet Place 

and her Minnesota Opera debut as Catherine Earnshaw 

in Herrmann's Wuthering Heights. The soprano also 

appeared as a soloist in Beethovenõs Ninth with the 

Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra  and took part in a concert  of 

songs from opera and Broadway in Bunker Hill, New Jersey.  In 

the summer Sara was Elvira in Lõitaliana in Algeri with Boston 

Midsummer Opera. This season Sara will join the Fairfield County 

Chorale in Norwalk for Schumann's òScenes from Goethe's 

Faust,ó sing Eurydice in Glassõ Orph®e at Virginia Opera, and 

appear as Fiora in Montemezzi's L'amore dei tre re at the 

Beethoven Easter Festival in Warsaw. 

2006 National Semifinalist Sidney Outlaw, a Second Prize winner 

in the 2011 Gerda Lissner Foundation International Vocal 

Competition, began last season with a Carnegie Hall 

recital and then took part in a Met -sponsored òNew 

Opera Workshopó of Michael Torkeõs Senna. With New 

York City Opera Sidney covered A Businessman in 

Straussõ Intermezzo and the òWild Thing with Hornsó 

in a concert version of Knussenõs Where the Wild 

Things Are. Summer found him in St. Louis as the Shepherd in 

Pell®as et M®lisande and then abroad, first in Aix-en-Provence at 

the Acad®mie Europ®enne de Musique for a Mozart-Handel 

residency, later at the International Vocal Arts Institute in Tel Aviv 

as Leporello, and finally with the Lyric Opera Studio of Weimar 

Germany as Mozartõs Figaro. Sidney began the new season with 

a lieder recital at Washington University in St. Louis. Next heõs 

Prince Yamadori in Madama Butterfly at Opera on the James in 

Lynchburg, and ends this year with the òSt. John Passionó and 

òMessiahó with the Winston-Salem Symphony. This winter Sidney 

makes his English National Opera debut as Rambo in Adamsõ 

The Death of Klinghoffer. 

Matthew Truss  (2006) returned to his alma mater The 

Boston Conservatory and their ensemble Guerilla 

Opera for another world premiere, as Perforated in 

Loose, Wet, Perforated by Nicholas Vines. Last winter 

the countertenor performed Berliozõs òLes nuits dõ®t®ó 

with the Orchestra of Indian Hill in Littleton, and presented an 

evening of French melodies and American spirituals with Music at  
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Trinity in Newport. In November Matthew encores the Berlioz with 

the Lexington Symphony.  

2005 National Semifinalist Laura Vlasak Nolen  covered Giulietta 

in Les contes d'Hoffmann at the Met and sang Adalgisa 

in Norma with Lyric Opera of Kansas City, Fenena in 

Nabucco with Palm Beach Opera, and Ines in 

Donizettiõs Maria Padilla for Opera Boston. Also on last 

seasonõs calendar: òElijahó with the Phoenix 

Symphony, the Mozart òRequiemó with the New Choral Society in 

Scarsdale, and the Verdi òRequiemó in Naples, Florida. In 

summer the mezzo performed in New York City Opera -sponsored 

concerts in Westhampton Beach and at the World Financial 

Center. In spring she travels to Milwaukee for DvoŚ§kõs òStabat 

Materó with the Bel Canto Chorus. 

Stephanie Chigas  (2005) is New York-based as a full-

time member of the Metropolitan Opera Chorus. The 

mezzo traveled to Japan with the Met last spring.  

In the past season Alex Richardson  (2005) was 

Scaramuccio in Ariadne auf Naxos with Toledo Opera 

and made his role debut as Werther at The University of 

North Texas Opera. The tenor also presented concerts 

with Dicapo Opera in Boca Raton and sang the 

Evangelist in the òSt. John Passionó at the University of 

North Florida; he then took part in Minnesotaõs Northern Lights 

Music Festival as Rinuccio in Gianni Schicchi. Alex began the 

new season in Brooklyn at the Five Boroughs Music Festival for 

the premiere of òThe Songbook,ó a set of newly commissioned 

works by twenty composers. Upcoming: Cavaradossi at Opera 

Western Reserve in Youngstown, Ohio, and Count Vaudemont in 

Tchaikovsky's Iolanta with Dicapo in New York. In spring Alex 

covers the title role in Werther at Washington National Opera. 

Liam Moran (2005) began last season at Juilliard Opera as 

Seneca in Monteverdiõs Lõincoronazione di Poppea. 

Next came his Annapolis Opera debut as Mozartõs 

Figaro, and then a visit to the Virginia Arts Festival for 

òAmadeus,ó a coproduction of the Virginia Symphony 

and the Chautauqua Theater Company. After a spring 

òCreationó with the Pittsburgh Concert Chorale, the 

bass returned to Boston to appear as Snug in the Boston Lyric 

Opera production of A Midsummer Nightõs Dream. Liam spent 

the summer at the Steans Institute at the Ravinia Festival, where 

he sang two recitals. This season Liam returns to Pittsburgh 

Opera for Dr. Grenvil in La traviata, to Annapolis Opera for Fr¯re 

Laurent in Rom®o et Juliette, to Opera Omaha for Norton in 

Rossiniõs La cambiale di matrimonio,  and to Juilliard as the 

Commendatore.  

2004 National Winner Claudia Huckle  is currently in 

her third year as a member of Leipzig Operaõs young 

artist ensemble. In Leipzig last season Claudia reprised 

her Hªnsel, the Third Lady in Die Zauberflºte, Zaida in 

Rossiniõs Il turco in Italia, Flora in La traviata, and 

M®rc¯des in Carmen, and took on several new roles including 

Olga in Eugene Onegin, the First Maid in Elektra, the Flower 

Maiden/Voice from above in Parsifal, Venus in Weillõs One Touch 

of Venus, and Schwertleite in a concert performance of Die 

Walk¿re. The mezzo also returned to English National Opera as 

Pitti-Sing in The Mikado. In the upcoming Leipzig season Claudia 

encores Flora, Olga, Hªnsel, the Third Lady, Clarice/Linetta in 

The Love for Three Oranges, the Flower Maiden/Voice from 

Above, and the Forester's Wife/Owl in Jan§ľekõs The Cunning 

Little Vixen. This fall Claudia returns to English National Opera as 

Olga, and in January she makes her Opera Carolina debut as 

Suzuki in Madama Butterfly. On the horizon: her Washington 

National Opera debut as Smeton in Anna Bolena. 

Canadian soprano Leslie Ann Bradley  (2004) was the 2011 

winner of the Tecumseh Sherman Rogers Graduating 

Award of the University of Toronto Faculty of Music. 

Last season she performed a New Yearõs Day 

Viennese operetta concert with the Victoria Symphony 

and made her Calgary Philharmonic debut in òCarmina 

Burana,ó which she also sang at the Brott Music Festival in 

Hamilton. In summer Leslie was a Fellow of the Tanglewood 

Music Center. On this seasonõs calendar: the òGerman Requiemó 

with the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir, a recital at the Elora 

(Ontario) Festival, Schubert with the Aldeburgh Connection in 

Toronto, and Mica±la for Pacific Opera Victoria. 

Last season Wendy Bryn Harmer (2003 and 2004) began the 

season back at the Met as Freia in Das Rheingold, and 

later became Ortlinde in their Die Walk¿re; she also 

reprised her First Lady in Die Zauberflºte and covered 

the title role in Ariadne auf Naxos. The soprano 

performed in two Avery Fisher Hall recitals: the Richard 

Tucker Music Foundation Gala, and a duo -recital for the Marilyn 

Horne Foundation. In May Wendy encored her Freia in concert 

performances with the Montreal Symphony under Kent Nagano, 

and then returned to Glimmerglass as Glauce in Cherubiniõs 

M®d®e. This season Wendy returns to the Met as Freia and 

Ortlinde and takes on the role of Gutrune in Gºtterdªmmerung in 

the complete Ring Cycle. 

Last fall Jason Abrams (2004) covered David Daniels as Oberon 

in A Midsummer Nightõs Dream for Lyric Opera of 

Chicago, and later stepped in for him as Roberto in 

the premiere performance of Vivaldiõs Griselda at 

Santa Fe Opera. The countertenor soon makes his 

Virginia Opera debut as the Sandman in Hªnsel und 

Gretel, and again covers Daniels in Chicago, this time in the title 

role of Rinaldo. In spring Jason returns to New Yorkõs Holy Trinity 

Church as alto soloist in Bachõs Cantata #169. 

2003 National Winner Christian Van Horn  made his 

debut at San Francisco Opera last season as the King 

in Aida, the Bailiff in Werther, and the Bonze in 

Madama Butterfly. He was also Colline and Angelotti 

at Bavarian State Opera in Munich, Timur with 

Portland Opera, Claudio in Agrippina with Boston Lyric Opera, 

and M®phistoph®l¯s in Faust with North Carolina Opera. In 

summer the bass-baritone returned to Santa Fe Opera as 
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Colline. Christianõs fall appearances include Crespel in Les 

contes dõHoffmann and Raimondo in Lucia with Lyric Opera of 

Chicago, and a return to San Francisco as Timur. In the new 

year he brings his Angelotti to the Canadian Opera Company in 

Toronto, Banco in Macbeth to the Grand Th®©tre de Gen¯ve, 

and Zuniga in Carmen to the Salzburg Easter and summer 

festivals.  

Arturo Chac·n-Cruz  (2003) began last season with his 

signature Hoffmann  in Nagoya, Japan and in the 

Tchaikovsky Concert Hall in Moscow. He sang his first 

Werther in concert at the Stanislavsky Theater and went 

on to the Hessisches Staatstheater in Wiesbaden and 

Op®ra Royal de Wallonie in Li¯ge as Rodolfo. The tenor encored 

his Werther in a new production at Op®ra National de Lyon and 

brought his Duke in Rigoletto to Cincinnati Opera. Arturo then 

made his Norwegian debut as the Duke in Oslo at Den Norske 

Opera and his Swedish debut as Hoffmann at Malmº Opera. He 

will begin this season with two exciting debuts: Hoffmann at both 

the Bayerische Staatsoper and Teatro alla Scala. Other 

engagements include a Werther encore in Moscow, and the Duke 

and Rodolfo in Moscow and Tokyo. He will reprise Rom®o for 

Palm Beach Opera and Pinkerton at Minnesota Opera and 

appear as Idomeneo for Milwaukeeõs Florentine Opera. 

Last season Corey Bix (2003) returned to Oper Graz 

in his role debut as the Kaiser in Straussõ Die Frau 

ohne Schatten and made his Carnegie Hall debut as 

Pharaoh in Dessauõs òHagadah shel Pessachó with the 

American Symphony Orchestra. This season he joins 

Utah Opera in his first performances of Florestan in Fidelio  and 

Lennie in Floydõs Of Mice and Men. 

Bass-baritone David Crawford (2002) remains on the roster at 

the Met, where last season he was Happy in La 

fanciulla del West, the Jailer in Tosca, Astarotte in 

Armida, and the Wigmaker in Ariadne auf Naxos. His 

current repertoire includes the High Priest of Baal in 

Nabucco, the Commissioner in Madama Butterfly, 

Varsonofiev in Mussorgskyõs Kovanchina, the Second 

Guard in Manon, and a Warrior in Macbeth. 

Although sheõs mostly on the road with her peripetatic 

husband Christian Van Horn (2003), Kellie Jenkins 

Van Horn  (2002) continues working with 

Massachusetts-based composer Joseph Summer, for 

whom she has sung the premieres of more than ten 

new works. Last spring marked Kellieõs sixth annual performance 

in Summerõs series òThe Shakespeare Concertsó at Jordan Hall. 

This fall the mezzo takes part in a duo-recital at her alma mater 

Shorter University in Rome, Georgia. 

Among last seasonõs engagements for 2001 National Semifinalist 

Joanna Mongiardo were her first Anne Trulove in her 

return to Toledo Opera, her debut with Teatro 

Grattacielo as Rosalina in Giordano's Il Re at Lincoln 

Center, and her first Bach òMass in B Minoró with 

Syracuse Symphony. Joanna returned in summer to 

Central City Opera  as both Th®r¯se in Les mamelles de Tir®sias 

and Lauretta in Gianni Schicchi. In the 2011/2012 season Joanna 

joins the Met roster to cover Pousette in Manon. She will also 

perform Blonde in Die Entf¿hrung aus dem Serail at Oper am 

Rhein in D¿sseldorf and Juliette with Dayton Opera. 

Morris Robinson  (2001) began last season with his 

Dallas Opera debut as Il Commendatore and later 

encored that role with Florida Grand Opera as well 

as at the Met, where he also sang Sarastro. In winter 

Morris returned to Los Angeles as Ramfis and 

presented his Sarastro in concert performances with the 

Baltimore Symphony. Other orchestral appearances included the 

Beethoven Ninth with the Nashville Symphony, and the Verdi 

òRequiemó with Palm Beach Opera, the Houston Symphony, and 

at the Cincinnati May Festival, where he also performed in 

Jan§ľekõs òGlagolitic Massó and DvoŚ§kõs òTe Deum.ó June 

brought the bass to the Piccolo Spoleto Festival for a recital and 

to the Atlanta Symphony as the Bonze in Madama Butterfly. 

Capping the season: Angelotti at Ravinia with the Chicago 

Symphony and the Mozart òRequiemó at the Mostly Mozart 

Festival at Lincoln Center. This season Morris debuts at San 

Francisco Opera as Il Commendatore,  at Chicago Lyric Opera as 

Joe in òShow Boató and at Vancouver Opera as Ramfis.  Also on 

his calendar: Beethovenõs Ninth and the Bruckner òTe Deumó 

with the Baltimore Symphony and a return to Ravinia as Sarastro 

and as the Voice of Neptune in Idomeneo. 

Again a member of the ensemble at the Theater Bonn 

last season, Lee Poulis  (2001) was Pantalon in 

Prokofiev's The Love for Three Oranges, Ping, 

Escamillo, Peter (the Father) in Hªnsel und Gretel, and 

Graf von Eberbach in Der Wildsch¿tz. In addition, the 

baritone made debuts with Sarasota Opera as Don Giovanni and 

Minnesota Opera as Heathcliff in Wuthering Heights. This season 

Lee joins Finnish National Opera as Dr. Robert Oppenheimer in 

Doctor Atomic, returns to Sarasota as Enrico in Lucia, and sings 

Valentin for Lyric Opera Baltimore. Concert appearances include 

òMessiahó with the Kansas City Symphony. 

Last season 2000 Regional Winner Sandra Piques 

Eddy  brought her Carmen to Lyric Opera of Kansas 

City and later made her European debut in that role at 

Opera North in Leeds (UK). Other roles included 

Hªnsel for Portland Opera, Zerlina at Opera Omaha, 

and Isabella in Lõitaliana in Algeri with Austin Lyric Opera and 

Boston Midsummer Opera. This season the mezzo returns to the 

Met to cover Joyce DiDonato in the new Met gala production The 

Enchanted Island. She will also sing Rosina for Vancouver Opera 

and Lyric Opera of Kansas City. 

Jodi Frisbie  (2000) continues as Associate Professor of Vocal 

Music at Dodge City Community College in Kansas . The 

soprano will be Peep-Bo in The Mikado for Opera Omaha next 

spring. 

Last season Kelly Kaduce  (1999 National Winner) began as 

Violetta with Opera Tulsa and went on to Michigan Opera 


